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Profile of programme of Education study field  

 
 

Title of study programme Education studies of a profession 

State code  62107S124 

Kind of study
1
 M  

Mode of study
2
 (duration in years) F (2) 

Volume of study programme in 

credits 
80 

Degree and (or) professional 

qualification to be awarded  
Master in education studies 

Programme registration date, order 

No. 
02-08-2001, Nr. 1187   

  

 

62207S126 

62607S107 

62607S107 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                 
1
 NU – Non-university studies; U –Uundergraduate studies; M – Masters’ studies;  

   SP –  Specialised Professional studies; I – Integrated studies;  
2
 F – Full-time; PE – Part-time (Evening); PX – Part-time (Extramural). 
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1. Introduction  
 

In accordance with Order No. ISAK-2442 in relation to The Plan of External Assessment of 

the Study Programmes for 2007 of the Minister of Education and Science of the Republic of 

Lithuania, an International Peer Assessment Team (IPAT) has conducted an Evaluation of the 

Master of Education degree programme known as Education studies of a profession, (code 

62107S124), which is offered by Lithuanian University of Agriculture. 

 

The External Assessment was conducted in the period November 2007 to March 2008, with 

in-country evaluation taking place during the period 25 February to 1 March 2008.  The 

assessment included a one-day field visit to Lithuanian University of Agriculture on 28
th

 

February 2008. 

 

In its work, IPAT was guided by the “Methodological Guidelines for Experts” developed by 

the Centre for Quality Assessment in Higher Education in Lithuania.  IPAT would like to pay 

tribute to the Centre for Quality Assessment in Higher Education in Lithuania and, most 

especially to the Director of the Centre and to the Deputy Head of the Quality Assessment 

Division, for the support given to IPAT before and throughout the visit to Lithuania. 

 

IPAT’s assessment of the Master of Education studies of a profession (MEdStProf) consisted 

of a close examination of a Self-assessment Report (MEdStProfSAR).The self-assessment 

report was prepared by a self-assessment group led by Docent Rima Adamonienė. It is also 

constituted by some professors of the Department of Professional Pedagogy and Psychology, 

among whom we have the Head of the Department Dr. Sigitas Daukilas, the Director of the 

Career Centre and the Studies Quality Manager of Studies, who is also an administration 

officer. The group also had a representative of social partners and a representative of students. 

 

This report does not paraphrase or re-present the range of information presented in the Report 

of the Self-Assessment Group (MEdStProfSAR). Instead, it focuses on issues raised in the 

MEdStProfSAR as well as raising some issues not addressed in the MEdStProfSAR but 

which came to the attention of IPAT during the course of their time in Lithuania, and, 

specifically, when IPAT visited the Department of Professional Pedagogy and Psychology of 

Lithuanian Agriculture University. 

 

The MEdStProfSAR presented a report consisting of 21 pages, in addition to a great body 

consisting of annexes dealing with different issues concerning the programme which IPAT 

found clarifying. IPAT also found that the MEdStProfSAR had been written in a satisfactory 

way giving an overview of the structure and content of the MEdStProf, its aims, methods of 

study, delivery and assessment, issues in regard to quality, resourcing and student support and 

participation as well as an analysis of strengths and weaknesses.  

 

In addition to its examination of the MEdStProfSAR, IPAT collected information, data and 

evidence on which to base its conclusions in the course of the field visit through meetings and 

other means 

 

 

 Meeting with administrative staff of the Lithuanian Agriculture University and 

of the Faculty. 

 Meeting with staff responsible for preparation of self-evaluation report. 

 Meeting with teaching staff. 
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 Meeting with students.  

 Meeting with graduates. 

 Meeting with employers of those who have graduated from the programme. 

 Visiting and Observing various support services (class rooms, library, 

computer services, staff developments, laboratories, etc.). 

 Examination and familiarization with students’ final works, examination 

material. 

 

At the end of the field visit, the initial impressions of the team were conveyed to the teaching 

staff of the programme. 

 

 

2. Aims and goals of the Study Programme 
 

The MEdStProfSAR emphasizes the need of all educators to have a pedagogical qualification, 

since September 2007, and gives the frame of this new context: 

Lithuania has 32 vocational education institutions for Rural Development. 

They provide training in the agricultural study programmes.  About 80 per cent of 

teachers of a profession with the pedagogical qualification are employed by these 

schools (Annex 6.3).  It is a consistent pattern, that the second level study 

programme Education Studies of a Profession in the Lithuanian University of 

Agriculture successfully helps to make a shortcut in implementation of the 

development perspective offered by the state: it helps to meet job market demand as 

well as employers interests and students requirements by training highly qualified 

teachers of a profession for the agricultural educational institutions.  (p. 7). 

 

The great aim of the programme is  

to deepen knowledge in specialized subjects of the undergraduate studies, 

i.e. pedagogy and psychology, in a higher level by expanding the competences of 

the students who choose the pedagogical course in the Education Studies of a 

Profession as well as to prepare the Masters in education studies for the careers of 

the teacher of a profession for the scientific and pedagogical activity by 

purposefully harmonizing the studies with obtained vocational competencies. (p. 7). 

 

Knowledge, practice and research combined with a philosophy of a permanent process of 

development and self-development of a professional as a person with values and attitudes 

determine the objectives of this programme. These objectives are assuming in articulation 

with the mission of the Lithuanian University of Agriculture. All other legal frames are 

mentioned, because they constitute the basis for the defintion of the objectives including the 

Cancellation of the specialized  entities and peer institutions (specially those which teach 

agricultural vocations) were also considered for the development of the programme. 

 

During the meetings with the staff responsible for the MEdStProfSAR and the teaching staff, 

the impression of IPAT is that there is a communicative discussion of aims and objectives 

among the staff, and that they also are assessing whether they have achieved their aims, or 

not, for instance by asking the students to answer questionnaires anonymously. Consequently 

the staff continously discuss the needs of improvements of the programme. 

 

IPAT got the impression that the MEdStProf offers professional qualification, which was 

confirmed by the teachers of the programme. The MEdStProfSAR states that “the 
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pedagogical competences are obtained (…) – a student becomes a teacher of profession” (p. 

4). However, IPAT has also been told by others that the programme should not be considered 

as professional. Additional scheme of parallel training of pedagogues of profession was sent 

to IPAT by the Head of Self-Assessment Group to clarify this issue.  

 

 

3. Analysis of programme 

 
3.1. Structure, contents and study methods 

 

This is a full-time form of studies of 80 credits, run along 4 terms, intended for the bachelor's 

of all study programmes during 2 years. The curriculum consists of 3,200 hours, including 

compulsory and elective subjects. Both of which consist of theoretical subjects and 

practical training. Research projects are integrated into the subjects. 

 

The second cycle of the university studies, which is under analysis, consists of compulsory 

and elective theoretical and applied study subjects. Additional studies are organized for those 

entrants from other universities who do not have the necessary pedagogical and psychological 

subjects to admit MEdStProf. The compulsory study subjects integrate research projects 

which is quite important in order to prepare students to the final thesis consisting of 10 

credits. 

 

Maximum study volume is 5 subjects in the 1
st
 and 2

nd
 terms and 4 subjects and part of 

pedagogical internship in the 3
rd

 term. The rest of the pedagogical internship and the final 

thesis are allocated in the 4
th

 term.  

 

Individual work with students is carried out during consultations provided by teachers. 

Interactive study methods are applied; material published by the teachers is available by 

internet; tests are carried out by e-mail; information is provided by telephone, etc. 

 

Quasi-situations  during classes and seminars foster students to prepare themselves for 

successful teaching. 

 

According to the MEdStProfSAR the MEdStProf is constituted by three major blocks: (1) 

Theoretical, (2) Applied, and (3) Practice and Final Thesis: 

 

(1) Theoretical subjects are divided into compulsory and elective subjects. The 

compulsory subjects, at an expansive level are the following: 1. Innovations in a 

Profession (including RW); and 2. Philosophy of Vocational Training. At a deepening 

level: 3. Didactics (including RW); 4. Theory of Education (including RW); and 5. 

Research Basics in Education Studies (including RW). At an expansive level the 

elective subjects (from which we do not know how many the students may choose) 

are the following: Logic; Information Technologies; and Sociology. And at a 

deepening level: Comparative Pedagogy; Educational Technologies; and Innovation 

and Reform of a Speciality. 

(2) Applied subjects are divided into compulsory and elective subjects as well: There is 

only one expansive compulsory subject: 1. Technique of Lecturing (including RW); 

The deepening compulsory subjects are: 2. Educational Psychology (including RW); 

and 3. Education Studies of a Profession (including RW). The elective subjects are all 
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at a deepening level: Management psychology; Social pedagogy; Counseling 

Psychology; and Methods of Self-study. 

(3) Practice and Final Thesis is a block oriented to Pedagogical Practice and 

Pedagogical Internship (both including research work), and the Final Thesis.  

 

The subjects are organized in blocks and groups in a certain sequence. Scientific 

qualification is developed through researches in education studies. Graduate students prepare 

research papers and read these papers during scientists and teachers conferences.  Their 

papers are published in the collections of papers or in scientific publications.   

 

IPAT wants to underline the integration between Bachelor and Master degrees which is 

interesting and original regarding the 20 credits of pedagogical preparation.  The 

integration between theory, practice and research work in MEdStProf seems to be 

grounded on a conscious educational philosophy. 

 

On the other hand IPAT will give some recommendations to be considered. Firstly, the 

content should be more oriented towards international issues and international literature. Most 

of the students’ theses mainly referred to national literature, whereas international references 

were almost absent. IPAT will also focus on the fact that the macro level should be paid more 

attention due to the impact of policy making in education at an international level as well as at 

a national level. In IPAT’s opinion it is of great importance to analyse different levels in the 

education system in order to understand how they influence each other. In this process critical 

thinking deserves attention. 

 

3.2. Execution of studies and support for students 

 

The programme seems to integrate theoretical contents with the practice at an exploratory 

context. Students show their skills in pedagogical work.  

 

Particular attention is paid to research activity oriented towards integration of the sciences of 

profession and sciences of education (pedagogy-psychology), since the first term. The subject 

Research Basics in Education Studies teaches to perceive the integrational-exploratory 

context of the education content. The research work integrated in each compulsory study 

subject of deepening and expansive type ensures higher development of subject knowledge as 

well as development of abilities and skills. 

 

The graduate student evaluates together with the mentor his/her pedagogical process and 

identifies pedagogical phenomenon during pedagogical practice. Experienced teachers of 

profession, working in the colleges and vocational schools, supervise the pedagogical 

internship. Graduate student self-study dominates during internship. Generally the following 

evaluation methods are applied in the evaluation system: presentation of research results is 

evaluated by both graduate students themselves and teacher; evaluation of self-study is carried 

out by teacher; exam is evaluated by teacher; and the the evaluation of final Master‘s thesis is 

carried out by State Qualification Commission.  

 

Timetables are drawn according to the students’ wishes and possibilities. MEdStProfSAR 

says that  

In case of necessity (illness, family problems), there is a possibility to study 

according to individual learning programme (p. 11). 
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Part of contact hours is planned in the afternoon as a fair number of students work in different 

educational institutions. Students are allowed to anonimously assess the quality of the 

MEdStProf and the teaching. 

 

The MEdStProfSAR says that students are continuously provided with academic information. 

They are given detailed information on the goals and objectives of the study programme. 

There are three main evaluation methods:  

Diagnostic evaluation, to assess the graduate student’s experience of 

programme content acquisition; Educational evaluation: graduate student is 

allowed to return o previous, unlearned stage (if it is necessary) in order to ensure 

consecutive acquisition of knowledge. It allows student to perceive his/her real 

abilities, and to develop values typical to the teacher of a profession; and 

Resumptive evaluation: student is allowed to move from one study level to other 

and, with the emphasis on the acquired knowledge, to develop the summarized 

system of would-be teacher knowledge and abilities. (p. 12). 

 

The MEdStProfSAR underlines that support for the students is provided in different ways as 

for instance by creating alternative study methods, encouraging group work, and creating e-

form data bases of teaching material. 

 

The impression of IPAT is that student support seems to work well. The students get 

academic support from the professional staff throughout the programme. The infrastructure is 

good when it comes to access to library, computers and other necessary facilities. The 

students expressed great satisfaction about the content and its integration of different subjects, 

about the structure, and about their possibilities in the occupational market as well. 

 

3.3 Variation in the number of students 

 

145 students have been admitted to the MEdStProf during the period from 2002 to 2007. 98 

students have completed their studies. The highest number of the students in the programme 

was in year 2004/05 and the lowest was in year 2002/03. The number of students has 

gradually decreased since the year 2004/05. The main reasons are the following: Low prestige 

of the pedagogical work in the community as well as low salaries. The price of the studies 

may be another reason. IPAT will comment on the fact that there seems to be a kind of 

confusion regarding the tasks between the institute and the faculty which might contribute in 

this respect as well. In the future this confusion should find a solution. 
 

3.4 Teaching staff 

 

The teaching staff is constituted by 9 teachers: 1 Professor, 7 Docents and 1 Doctor of Science 

without academic title. The professor teaches compulsory theoretical subjects of deepening 

type while supervising the postgraduate research work and their final theses.  

 

Most of the teachers in MEdStProf are from the Department of Professional Pedagogy and 

Psychology. MEdStProfSAR says that 

All teachers working in the programme are active scientists; most of them perform 

scientific projects, publish results of the researches in the international data bases 

and international publications, and develop their qualification in scientific and 

pedagogical fields during short-term internships at foreign education and teaching 

institutions. (p. 16). 
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From the discussion with the staff about different professional issues regarding the 

programme, as for instance structure, content, scientific approach, studying methods, the 

impression of IPAT is that the staff seems to be qualified in a satisfactory way to deliver and 

improve MEdStProf. The staff agreed upon the recommendations given by IPAT, according 

to 3.1. 

 

3.5 Advantages and disadvantages of the programmes 

 

Strengths: 

Integration of subjects related to agriculture and education. 

This is the only programme that aims at training teachers of a profession for the agricultural 

education institutions, and which creates conditions for the vocational school teachers of a 

profession to reach higher education levels. 

IPAT got the impression that MEdStProf is successful in constructing a strong professional 

identity among its students and graduates. 

 

Weaknesses:  

Operating under the Institute of Rural Culture, and not directly connected to a Faculty creates 

some difficulties overpassed due to the devotion of the department and school teachers and 

their voluntary efforts.  

Student exchange with foreign universities should be developed.  

IPAT has alreadt pointed at the challenges concerning the issue of  globalisation and the 

importance to pay attention to critical thinking in policy-making in education. 

 

 

4. Material conditions 
 

There are special lecture halls and study field subject rooms for the MEdStProf. Equipment 

and technical means are carried out due to the department‘s participation in the projects of 

LieDM network development and EU Structural Funds. 

There is a big and well equipped general library in the University campus. 

 

Department of the Professional Pedagogy and Psychology has 20 PC, 6 printers, packages of 

software for the processing of statistical data of the pedagogical-psychological research. The 

remote teaching classes are prepared in WebCT medium. 

 

Graduate students of the programme are given access to the PC with internet connection.  7 

computerized work places are intended for the students.  The guaranteed time period for the 

work with PC is at least 2,5 hours a day. Students of the study programme must use computer 

for preparation of self-study projects as well as for processing of research material.  
 

 

5. External relations 

 
MEdStProfSAR says there are 77 programmes (KTU, KU, ŠU, VU, VPU, LKKA), the 

compulsory study subjects of which are more or less the same (the titles slightly differ). But 

there are some specific subjects here that distinguish this programme from others: Innovations 

in a Profession (agricultural); Technique of Lecturing (of agricultural subjects); Education 

Studies of a Profession (agricultural); Educational Psychology. MEdStProfSAR considers that 
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the study programme of Vilnius Gediminas Technical University is the one with more 

similarities. However, IPAT found great differences between these two programmes 

concerning their aims, structure, etc.   

 

MEdStProfSAR says that teachers keep close connections with different educational 

institutions: foreign universities in Sweden, USA, Czechoslovakia, Latvia, and Germany,  

which supervise the education of similar specialists and national institutions such as VU, 

VPU, LVGTU, VDU, KU, KTU, LR Ministry of Agriculture, city and region departments of 

education, teachers qualifying centres, colleges, professional training centres, and agricultural 

schools, through research projects, participation in final theses committees, preparation of 

work, consultations, lectures and seminars. 

 

The staff of the department took part in the project of European Training Foundation (ETF), 

in two mobility projects of Leonardo da Vinci programme during time period from 2002 to 

2006, and at the present moment the project of European Social Foundation “Effective Design 

of the Professional Career” is under implementation.  
 

 

 6. Feedback  

 
MEdStProfSAR underlines the following kind of feedback to improve the programme: 

After pedagogical practice the remarks of the practice instructor and students are 

taken into consideration and developments are made.  Furthermore, each new term 

starts from the discussion about the programme‘s strengths and shortcomings. The 

graduate students are responsible; they express their opinion in the department in 

public spirit. (p. 20). 

 

The Department is in close cooperation with employers. At least two employers – heads of 

colleges and agricultural schools - are always included in a team assessing the final theses 

during defence. Consequently, the largest part of graduates of the study programme is 

employed and their job is directly or indirectly related to the study programme. The 

department also maintains close cooperation with Chamber of Agriculture, employers and 

professional associations. 
 

Students, graduates as well as employers expressed their satisfaction and told IPAT that their 

voices have been heard regarding different issues related to MEdStProf. 

 

 

7. Internal assurance of study quality 

 
Considering the requirements of the Conception of the Teachers Training and after correction 

of the content of study programme, the study programme was supplemented with pedagogical 

internship. 
 

The study program committee regularly analyse the students’ results and the results of an 

anonymous student survey on positive and negative sides of the programme, separate subjects 

and quality of teaching. Students learn to assess the pedagogical processes. Teachers and 

mentors are also surveyed. The results are discussed individually with the teacher of the 

subject at the end of the academic year. And the employers express their opinion on the 

trainees’ performance during teaching practice and internship.  
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The study program committee presents its final analysis to the Head of the Department, the 

Director of the Institute and personally to the teacher.  

 

This is the first time this programme is presented for an external assessment.  

 

 

8. General assessment of the programmes within the study field 
 

8.1. Recommendations to the higher education institution  

 

 Operating under the Institute of Rural Culture, and not directly connected to a Faculty 

creates some difficulties. The University should think about another form of 

organization of an organic unit within the institution.  

 

 Student exchange with foreign universities should be developed.  

 

 Need of development of critical thinking in the students through contents dedicated to 

critical theories and to the study of hidden curriculum issues. 

 

 

 

 

8.2 Proposal on accreditation  

 

Lithuanian university of agriculture master’s study programme Education studies of a 

profession (state code 62107S124) is given full accreditation. 
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